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Californians Against Retail And Residential Theft Issues Award To The Greater Stockton
Chamber of Commerce, Board of Supervisors and District Attorney Freitas For
Their Efforts On Retail Crime
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STOCKTON, CA — Californians Against Retail and Residential Theft (CARRT) presented their
anti-crime award to the Greater Stockton Chamber of Commerce, the San Joaquin County Board
of Supervisors, and District Attorney Ron Freitas, acknowledging their hard work and dedication
to reducing crime.

“It is only fitting that the Greater Stockton Chamber of Commerce, San Joaquin County Board of
Supervisors and District Attorney Ron Freitas receive an anti-crime award for their collaborative
efforts in combating crime,” said Matt Ross, spokesman for CARRT. “They have effectively
identified the problem and are taking innovative measures to reduce theft within their
community.”

Similar to other communities in California, Stockton has been grappling with the increasing
problem of property theft. To address this issue, these three entities have come together and
launched a countywide campaign called Stockton Takes Action Against Retail Theft (STAART).

“Retail theft continues to plague local businesses, creating frustration among our residents and
business owners,” said San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors Chairman Miguel Villapudua.
“The Board is committed to helping local businesses and is proud to help fund this effort through
the Greater Stockton Chamber. Partnerships like these with the District Attorney’s office and the
Chamber show that our community is united to stand against and stop retail theft in our County.”

STAART includes a public awareness campaign featuring billboards with the message “If you
steal in San Joaquin County we prosecute”. Additionally, grant funds are being utilized to help
small businesses acquire camera systems for their stores, with grants of up to $2,000 available.
An app is also being developed to enable store owners to directly upload videos and
accompanying information to the District Attorney's office, thereby increasing the likelihood of
criminals being prosecuted.

“Paying is not optional here in San Joaquin County,” said San Joaquin County District Attorney
Ron Freitas. “We are holding criminals accountable and prosecuting retail theft cases.”

Under the leadership of District Attorney Ron Freitas and his office, San Joaquin County has
been successfully prosecuting retail theft cases. They have been successfully working with the
courts to bundle what would be misdemeanors together from various incidents that they can tie
to a suspect in order to secure felony convictions that have resulted in jail time.



“The Greater Stockton Chamber of Commerce is honored to receive this award,” said Timm
Quinn, Executive Director of the Greater Stockton Chamber of Commerce. “Stockton has always
prioritized public safety, and the recent increases throughout California in property crime at the
residential and retail level required that we do everything we could at the local level to respond
with enhanced and creative approaches. We are proud of our efforts and will continue to work
hard to keep Stockton a safe community in which to live, work and shop.”

The Greater Stockton Chamber of Commerce, established in 1901, serves as an advocate for
local Stockton businesses and offers a variety of services to its more than 850 members. The
Chamber's mission is to actively cultivate and promote a thriving business community.
Furthermore, the Chamber is committed to inclusivity and excellence in managing people of all
backgrounds, ensuring equal participation in their activities regardless of economic position,
gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, or disability.

CARRT is a diverse coalition consisting of over 200 business associations, local groups, and
victim organizations. Their main goal is to equip law enforcement with the necessary tools to
reduce theft and to hold criminals accountable. Prominent members of the coalition include local
Chambers of Commerce, California Asian Pacific Chamber of Commerce, California Business
Roundtable, California Black Chamber of Commerce, California Grocers Association, California
Peace Officers Association, Crime Victims United, Klaas Kids Foundation, and the National
Federation of Independent Business.

For more information about CARRT, please go to the website at www.carrt.org. For more
information regarding the Greater Stockton Chamber of Commerce and its public safety efforts,
please go to www.stocktonchamber.org.
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